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Song Jin Area 

2lLS tember 1952 f °° d Prlces in S ° n 8J in ( 129.-12 s LO-itO) (EA-1701) were as 


Item 


Unit of Measurement^ 


Price in North Korean Won 


White rice 

• 1 small mal 

2,500 

Millet 

1 small mal 

1,800 

Sorghum 

1 small mal 

1*700 

Barley (polished) 

1 small mal 

1,600 

Beans 

1 small mal 

1,300 

Red Beans 

1 small mal 

1,800 

Potatoes 

1 small mal 

300 
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TanchJon County Area 


2 . 


3. 


lu 


5 . 


S? ft ’f o rationing office for Tanch-on County was in Pokch'Sn-ni 
(120-54, 40-28) (DV-9279), The rationing office had 12 warehouses. In late 
June 1952 each warehouse held at least 2,000 bags of cereal. Some of this 
cereal had been imported from China and some had been collected from local 

fffvnT as cc ^ at y, tax#s * Th * dail 5 r ration issued to government employees was 
as follows? North Korean army and police, 5 hop,* North Korean Labor Party 

2?3 b hop per persoR 80 ^™'^ eiDploy ®* 3 > 11 ho P5 families of all the foregoing, 
Wonsan Area 

5fcre thfwir 8 N n^ h K ° rean g0V9r ?“ ent WaS 31111 Using money that wa s -issued 
before the war. Chinese currency brought into North Korea by the Chinese 

f °Th® S being used secretly merchants who were trading with 
Mancha. ia.^ This Chinese money was being forwarded from Wonsan to Antung by 

fSed bv Klf Sinuiju. In May 1952 the exchange rate had not been 
inniC ?? Kor * an government. However, the exchange rate, based on 
10,000 JMP, which was being used by traders, was as follows: 


Place 

Wonsan 
P J yongy&ng 
Sinuiju 
Antung 


North Korean Won 
290 
koo 
800 


1/200 


6 . 


On 28 May 195.-, most of the people of Wonsan had moved out of the city to 
escape the _ combings. There were about 3,000 people living in the valley at 
Sinp ung-ni (127-^5, 39-09) (CU-633U). Some people were living in the 
Sff ° ng ^ ni ( n 2 Z 26i 39 -° 8) (CU - 6532 > area - Those who ha/remained In 
Sked ffH d°K M 10 ?f r ry difficult > since there was little food. When 
asked for food by North Korean army personnel they had to refuse, since they 
themselves were reduced to eating grass and pine needles. Only about 50 7 

5 600 S wo.n Der*small ° n “ tjjne * Th ® pric# Was b «tween 5,000 and 

officered th * 1 X l a ? d ° r t 7 Commanist Party members and senior military 
du^w hfL^ d"^ Uy at :. This situation was in contrast to conditions 
„ . ^“ United Nations occupation when laborers received rations of rice 

the In lat * May 1932 > the people were beinglorcedto wOrk f or 

the Ncuth Korean army without ccmpensatlono 

Anbyon Area 

many of the civilians in the Anbyon (X27~31 39—03) 

allowed to remain in any one village. g * 17 * familles w *re 

In early August 1952 food and commodity prices in Anbyon were as follows: 
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Item 

SECRET 
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Unit of Measurement 



Price in North Korean Won 

Rice 

1 mal (20 liters) 2 

10,000 

Imported rice 

20 liters 2 

9,000 


Soy beans 

20 liters 

7,14.00 


Sorghum 

20 liters 

7,000 


Wheat flour 

20 liters 

7,000 


Potatoes 

20 liters 

2,000 


Salt 

20 liters 

3,Uoo 


Cotton cloth 

1 yard 

5bo 


Coarse cotton cloth 

5 yards 

2,530 to 3,000 

Rubber shoes (women's) 

1 pair 

1,200 


Rubber shoes (men's) 

1 pair 

1,800 


Sneakers 

1 pair 

3,000 


Toilet soap 


153 


Laundry soap 


25 b 


Cigarettes 

20 

253 


Gold 

3c 75 grams 

8,000 

to 9,000 


Kosong Area 

1 . From April to August 1952 the food situation in the KosSng area was extremely 
^* opla were gathering edible weeds for food. From early April to 
the end of July approximately 500 people starved to death in this area. 

®*' f n 7 ~S ust workers were being paid 530 won per day for light labor and 600 
area werfaf foiled * ^ 2 ° AugUSt ' food and co ““^ity prices in this 


Item 


Unit of Measurement 


Price in North Korean Won 


Rice 

10 liters^ 

8,000 

Imported rice 

10 liters 

7,000 

Soy beans 

10 liters 

5,000 

Millet 

10 liters 

7,000 

Sorghum 

10 liters 

6,000 

Salt 

10 liters 

li,000 
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Item 

Potatoes 

Rubber shoes (wcmen's) 
Rubber shoes (men's) 
Matches 


Unit of Measurement 
10 liters 
1 pair 
1 pair 
1 package 


Price in North Korean Won 

U,000 

1*000 

1*600 

60 


[Comment , The western equivalents of the Korean units of measure- 
iiicxio Used- in this report are as follows s 1 hop, ,3 pint or .18 liter; 
small mal, 1/k bushel or a little under 15 pounds of rice; large mal. 
1/2 bushel or a little under 30 pounds of rice. 


Pomment . A large mal of rice is equal to 18 liters. 
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